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A Study on the Implementation of Universities Capstone Course
in Taiwan: Also, on the Era of Epidemic Impact on the Capstone

Course
Hui-Ting Liu®, Jeng-Yi Lin ?

Abstract

The capstone course first originated in the United States, and many universities in
Taiwan and other countries have listed the capstone course as required courses.
capstone course is to examine the theory and knowledge of college students' four-year
study in college. The students who take the courses are junior or senior students, and
the students' application of the learning results presented by the practice, thesis, practice,
etc.. Students’ learning outcomes can also help faculty improve their teaching and serve
as a basis for departments to adjust their teaching goals and evaluations. In the process
of producing results, students interact with their peers to develop their communication
and problem-solving skills, and these interpersonal interactions and problem-solving
skills can also enhance students' future employability.

This study adopted documentary analysis to understand the implementation of the
capstone course in domestic and foreign universities. Secondly, because of the impact
of the epidemic, the university changed courses to distance teaching. Although distance
teaching has its advantages, it also has some limitations. For example, it is difficult for
teachers and students to communicate with each other, and the presentation of students'
capstone course results is also limited. Based on this, this study discussed how
universities use information technology to implement the current situation of the

capstone course in the era of the epidemic.

Keywords: capstone course, student learning outcomes, distance learning, post-

pandemic

! Hui-Ting Liu, Master Program of Higher Education Management, National
Taichung University of Education
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College Students’ Early Recollections and Self-strength—

A Pilot Study

Jane Chiul

Abstract

This study attempts to explore the relationship between college students’ early
recollections of early childhood and self-strength. Seven participants were asked to
interpret their early memories and their possible connection with self-confidence in a
semi-structure interview. The following results were obtained. (1) Early recollection is
an applicable way as well as a valid reference to understand a person’s attitude toward
life (a therapist’s life experiences and interpretation ability accounts). (2) The positive
or negative recollections do not depend on objective facts but depend on the narrators’
perception or attitude toward them; they also reflect on how individual’s perceive

themselves, their relationship with others, and their self-strength.

Key words: early recollection, self-strength, individual psychology, college students

! Jane Chiu, Professor, Department of Education Psychology and Counseling,
National Pingtung University, E-mail: chiujane@ms34.hinet.net
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Designing courses based on students’ future: Effects of the USR

program on teaching and learning

Chih-Huang Lin', Forrence HsinHung Chen?, Feng-Chi Liu?,
Shu-Chen Kang*

Abstract

Universities and their members include a pluralistic group of stakeholders. In
recent years, Taiwan has been facing various impacts of a low birth-rate, an aging
population, and the compulsory fulfillments of social responsibilities for corporations.
The Ministry of Education (MOE) began responding to these impacts in 2018 by
initiating the “University Social Responsibility Practice Program” (USR) which
encourages universities to engage in their social responsibilities. This study adopts the
USR project as the context of its research implementation. It recruits 13 full-time
university lecturers from six different colleges to work together to provide a program
of courses designed for the students and society of the next decade. That is, these
“design future programs” are created according to students’ prospective lifestyles and
future business practices and job requirements.

Quantitative and qualitative data from 13 lecturers and 8 courses were collected to
investigate the effectiveness of both teaching and learning in the program. The results
indicated that students gained an awareness of the goal of the program and that it
triggered and increased both their “sense of social issues” and “professional knowledge
and ability.” The quantitative data also showed that this program can provide alternative
ways of thinking and help students develop their future career in a more targeted manner.
In sum, the program was found to have a positive influence on the students’ future

prospects.

Keywords: university social responsibility plan, design future program, pluralist
stakeholders
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